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IX:

TAX BENEFITS FOR U S TROOPS IN BOSNIA. Recently the House passed H R 2778, a
bipartisan bill to give special tax treatment to U S troops in Bosnia. This legislation will assist
the families of those troops serving in the Ballcans with fIling their taxes and is an appropriate
gesture· in response to the peacekeeping efforts of those troops who are serving in that region.
Specifically, the troops would receive an extension for fIling income tax returns without
penalty, exclusion of combat pay from taxation, forgiveness of income tax, and a reduction in
estate taxes for those who die or are injured during the mission. Military personnel in the
combat zone also would be able to make long distance phone calls without being subject to the
3% excise tax. The measure would make the tax benefits retroactive to 4 December 1995, and
would be in effect until substantial U S involvement in the peacekeeping mission is ended.
The bill provides that members of the Armed Forces in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia,
or Macedonia who receive hostile fire or imminent danger pay will receive combat zone tax
benefits. This means enlisted personnel stationed in these countries would not be taxed on their
pay for any month that they receive hostile fire or imminent danger pay. Officers would be
taxed on only a portion of their pay.
In addition to technical and administrative improvements, the bill also makes some longneeded changes to the combat zone tax laws.
Currently, enlisted personnel in a combat zone are not taxed on their pay for any month
they are in the combat zone, but officers are allowed to receive only $500 each month tax-free.
This $500 was set in 1966 and has not been increased for inflation. This bill would raise that
$500 limit to equal the top pay grade for enlisted personnel.
In addition the bill extends one of the combat zone tax benefits, the suspension of tax
filing and payment obligations, to personnel involved in Operation Joint Endeavor even if they
are not physically located in the former Yugoslavia.

Members of the Armed Forces and

Department of Defense personnel who have been deployed as part of Operation Joint Endeavor
outside of the United States and away from their permanent duty stations would be eligible for
this benefit.
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Making cenain that our military personnel in Bosnia receive all of the benefits that we
can give them under the Tax Code is the least that we can do for them.
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COMPVI'ERS SPEED SOCIAL SECURITY EARNINGS CORRECTIONS. Do you check
with Social Security periodically to make sure your earnings record is correct? If not, you
should. Your future Social Security benefits will be based on the earnings in this record. It's
important that you notify Social Security promptly if you find any differences between your own
records and the information on the Personal Earnings and Benefit Estimate Statement that
shows the earnings and taxes credited to your Social Security number.
New computer software makes it possible for Social Security to correct your earnings
record almost immediately. If you find an error when you compare your records with the
statement you receive from Social Security, call the toll-free number shown on the form. The
Social Security representative who answers your call will (1) make the correction if possible
during this phone call, (2) tell you what documents you need to furnish to show proof of the
correct earnings for the period in question (items such as your W-2s, tax returns, or pay stubs),
or (3) make an appointment for you to correct the error at your local office, if that is necessary.
To obtain a copy of the earnings currently credited to your Social Security number, as
well as an estimate of your future benefits, call Social Security's toll-free telephone number, 1800-772-1213, and ask for Form SSA-7004, Request for Earnings and Benefit Estimate
Statement.
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CONSTITUENT VISITORS. Constituents from the 15th District who visited my office are:
Darryl Stefka, of Cuero; Ramiro Rubio, of Goliad; Arturo Serna, Jr, of Hidalgo; Sharon
Dragon, of Karnes City; Matilda Stumbaugh, of Kenedy; Heather Taylor, of Kingsville; Amanda
Marie Mata, of Lyford; Clara York, Randy McClelland, Carmen Perez Garcia, Debbie Brooks,
Samuel Carranza, Jr, and Jose Amador, all of McAllen; Ramiro Aldape, of Mercedes; Silvia
Gutierrez, and Ray Prewett, both of Mission; Bettina Luis of Odem; Anthony Covacevich,
Donald Thompson, Dariusz Swietlik, and Mr & Mr Joe Barbee, all from Weslaco.
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